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The Degree of Implementation of the Jordanian Cybercrime
Law No. 17 by Journalists and its Implications for
Freedom of Expression “a Field Study”

Prepared by: Salman Raja Alhonifat
Supervised by: Prof. Kamel Khurshid Murad
Abstract

The study aimed to identify the degree of implementation of Jordanian Cybercrime Law No.
17 of 2023 by Jordanian media professionals and journalists, and its repercussions on freedom of
expression, and to reveal the degree of commitment of media professionals and journalists to the
articles of the law. The study used the value expectation model to find out the positive and negative
effects of the law, the problems addressed by the law, and the proposals. It is appropriate to bridge
the gap or mitigate the negative repercussions of the law on freedom of expression and freedom of

journalistic work.

This study belongs to descriptive ones, and has used survey method through a questionnaire as
a study tool distributed to an available sample consisting of 313 journalists and media professionals,
including 126 members of the Journalists Syndicate, 187 journalists and professors employed in news

institutions and universities. The research also used in-depth interviews.

The results revealed that media professionals and journalists were highly acquainted with the
articles of the Cybercrime Law and that they dealt with it positively, and the most prominent
advantage was that it criminalizes words and actions that fall under the heading of slander and
defamation and protects the privacy of individuals. It was also found that one of the prominent
drawbacks of implementing the Jordanian Crimes Law is that the large financial penalties imposed
by the law on violators of its provisions were ranked first, making journalists reluctant to publish
materials and opinions related to corruption or other issues. Additionally, the most prominent aspects

that the law combats are issues of inciting strife, sectarian strife, and spreading false news.

The study recommended the necessity of providing legal mechanisms and guarantees to protect
journalists from prosecution for their work, and periodic review of the law to ensure its compatibility

with international standards for human rights, freedom of expression, and the press.

Keywords: Cybercrime Law, Jordanian Media Professionals and Journalists, Freedom of Opinion

and Expression .
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) Jeaall 8 LS Gaasid) cluall (One-Way Anova) [l el &

(9) Jyaad
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313 313 313 313 313 dal)
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**_ Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed).
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